Crossing the Jordan River
Verses: Joshua 3:1-17
Questions:
1. Read through the entire chapter 3. Based on v10, why did God want to perform the miracle of diving the water of Jordan before the Israelites? What has God done in your life that had increased your faith?
2. Why would God want the ark of covenant go ahead of the Israelites? Why would God want every tribe of his people to be there to witness the miracle?
3. In v5, why would Joshua call the Israelites to consecrate themselves? God is doing amazing things in your life, how can you consecrate yourself to prepare for it?
4. Reflect on how the story of crossing the Jordan is related to our current event of purchasing the church site property.
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====== Psalm 15:1-3 ======
1 Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
    Who may live on your holy mountain?
2 The one whose walk is blameless,
    who does what is righteous,
    who speaks the truth from their heart;
3 whose tongue utters no slander,
    who does no wrong to a neighbor,
    and casts no slur on others
====== Pray the Scripture =====

=== Sermon notes ===
(slide 1)
“3:10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. ”

God’s hand in getting us started is to increase our faith for the journey ahead.

1. Background
a. 3:1 Joshua and Israelites went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over
b. 5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”
c. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’”
d. Jericho is on the other side of Jordan
e. Need faith and courage to cross the river- the river itself is one thing, what’s waiting for them is another
2. God gave his people sign that he is with them, and actively involved
a. Be strong and courageous
3. Our property purchase
a. Our Fremont office sale
4. Cross the river instead or staying on this side
	
(slide 2)
“3:11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.”

Our journey of faith is not alone- we walk behind God, with each other

1. Ark of the covenant
a. God dwells among us
i. Exo 25 8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 10 “Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.
b. Minister and blessing
i. Deu 10:8 At that time the Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister and to pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do today.
c. Ark is where God’s word, power is
2. When crossing, God leads before us- his covenant, his blessing
3. And we are called to walk in faith together 
a. God calls many to walk together
i. Churches in Taiwan
ii. Churches here
iii. Missionaries witnesses
b. God calls us all together to witness his deeds
i. Every one included like the 12 tribes


(slide 3)
“3:15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing.”

The water is quick but we need to trust God, take strides, and cross the river.

1. Flood stage
a. Why would pick the high tide season- his main goal is our faith
2. The tide is running fast before us in this age and time more than ever
3. Nothing happens until you get your feet wet
a. We don’t just pray and everything will happen
b. God listens to our prayer and be with us in our action
4. Take strides, step out, watch what God does, and walk on

(slide 4)
“3:5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”

Consecrate ourselves. God is doing amazing things in Good Shepherd.

1. We must lighten our burden, clear the way open the channel for God 
a. Change bad habits- fear centric, self-centric, negative centric, excuse centric
b. Repent and receive forgiveness
2. We must have a vision of something greater than where we are

Joshua 3:1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits between you and the ark; do not go near it.” 5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them. 7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” 14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.
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