The Lord’s Answer
Verses: Habakkuk 1:1-5, Matthew 7:7-11
Questions:
1. Read Habakkuk 1:1-4. How are you worried about the world around you? What question you hope God will answer?
2. Read Mat 7:7-11. Discuss in examples how each of the prayer “ask, seek, knock” is like, and how God answers them. In v11, how confident are you if God answers your prayer according to his own will?
3. Read Habakkuk 1:5. What kind of answers from God can amaze His people? Share once God answered to your prayer that amazed you.
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=== Psalm 26:1-3 ===
1 Vindicate me, Lord, for I have led a blameless life;
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.
2 Test me, Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my mind;
3 for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love and have lived in reliance on your faithfulness.
=== Pray the Scripture ===

=== Sermon notes ===
(slide 1)
Does God Listen
“How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save?” –Habakkuk 1:2

1. Are you worried about the world around us? Have you felt God has not heard your prayer?
2. The storyline of Habakkuk
a. Jeremiah time
b. Good King Josiah was just killed by Egyptians at age 39; wicked King Jehoyakim had succeeded him
c. Habakkuk worries about the world around him
d. God’s law is ignored, justice is perverted –v4
3. Habakkuk has been praying for a long time- how long
a. He continues to pray
4. Habakkuk has not heard anything
a. He has not gotten the results he desires
5. God has listened and responded - God answered him twice
6. At the end he demonstrated Faith in the Lord in worship and praise

(slide 2)
Ask, Seek, Knock
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened ” –Mat 7:7-8

1. God listens and he answers
2. Sermon on the mount- Jesus shows us how we would pray and how God would answer
3. Ask
a. The humility of “I can’t, you can”
b. The answer (for your wellbeing) will be given to you
4. Seek
a. “I want to know your heart, God. I want to know your will in this”
5. Knock
a. Urgency, persistent coming back to God
b. A woman pleading to the judge
6. Mat 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!"

(slide 3)
Be Prepared to be Amazed
“Look at the nations and watch— and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.” –Habakkuk 1:5

1. God answers 
2. We will be amazed by his answer
a. We were amazed by the last minute Obamacare
b. We were amazed of how he provided the facility
c. For Habakkuk, next week, we talk about how God deal with injustice beyond our imagination
3. The most amazing thing is- How does God deal with powers-
a. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. –Col 2:15
4. Come to him in prayer with confidence of his asnwers.
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